
ORDINANCE NO. 1170 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF GUNTERSVILLE, ALABAMA ADOPTING THE STANDARD CODES 
RELATED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING SAFETY AND CODE ENFORCEMENT 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE CITY OF GUNTERSVILLE, ALABAMA AND ENFORCEMENT OF 
PROVISIONS AS PROVIDED IN SAID CODES. 

 
SECTION 1: ADOPTION OF THE BUILDING CODES 

That certain documents, one (1) copy of each which is on file in the office of the City Clerk, being marked 
and designated as the International Building Code, 2021 edition, including appendix chapters B, C, F, G, I, and J as 
published by the International Code Council, the National Fire Protection Association(NFPA 70), 2021 edition, 
and any subsequent codes of the International Code Council and the National Fire Protection Association , 
adopted by the State Of Alabama, is hereby adopted as the code of the City for regulating, governing, and the 
safeguarding of life and property from fire and explosion hazards arising from the storage, handling and use of 
hazardous substances, material s and devices, and from conditions hazardous to life or property in the 
occupancy of buildings and premises in the city and providing for the issuance of permits for hazardous uses or 
operations; and each and all . of the regulars, provisions, conditions and terms of such International Building 
Code, 2021 edition published by the International Code Council, and the National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA 70), 2021 edition are hereby referred to, adopted and made a part hereof as if fully set out in this article. 

 
WHEREAS, it is the desire of the City Council of the City of Guntersville, Alabama to adopt, in the respects indicated, 
the Standard International Codes relating to buildings, fire prevention, fuel gas, housing, mechanical, plumbing, electrical, 
and property maintenance, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the adoption of these codes is done to facilitate inspection responsibilities by the City of Guntersville 
relating to regulating and governing the conditions and maintenance of all property, buildings and structures to ensure that 
structures are safe, sanitary and fit for human occupancy and the demolition of such structures in the city; providing for 
the issuance of permits and collection of fees therefore; and; 
 
WHEREAS, certain documents, one copy of which are on file in the office of the Building Official, are marked and 
designated as hereinafter described;  
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GUNTERSVILLE, 
ALABAMA that the following codes are hereby adopted by reference as though they were copied herein fully, with the 
additions, insertions, deletions and changes prescribed;  
 
1. THE INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE – 2021 EDITION, including Appendix Chapters B, C, F, G, I, J, as 
published by the International Code Council and each and all of the regulations, provisions, penalties, conditions, and 
terms of said building code are hereby referred to, adopted, and made a part hereof, as if fully set out in this ordinance, 
with the additions, insertions, deletions and changes, if any, prescribed as follows: 
 
The following sections are hereby revised: 
  Section 101.1. Insert: The City of Guntersville, Alabama 
  Section 1612.3. Insert: The City of Guntersville, Alabama 
  Section 1612.3. Insert: August 19, 1991 
  
2. THE INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE, 2021 EDITION, including Appendix Chapters AA, AB, AC, 
AD, AE, AF, AH, AI, AJ, AK, AM, AN, AT, as published by the International Code Council be and is hereby adopted as 
the Residential Code for regulating and governing the construction, alteration, movement, enlargement, replacement, 
repair, equipment, location, removal and demolition of detached one and two family dwellings and multiple single family 
dwellings (Townhouses) not more than three stories in height with separate means of egress as herein provided; with the 
additions, insertions, deletions and changes, if any, prescribed as follows: 
 
  Section R101.1. Insert: The City of Guntersville, Alabama 
  Section R301.2. (1) Insert: The Following Design Criteria: 
     Ground Snow Load – 10 Pounds Per Square Foot 
     Wind Speed 90 Miles Per Hour 
     Seismic Design Category – C 
      Subject To Damage From: 
      Weathering – Moderate 
     Frost Line Depth – 12 Inches 
     Termite – Very Heavy 
     Winter Design Temperature – 16 
      Ice Barrier Underlayment Required - No 
      Flood Hazard – National Flood Insurance Program, 
      Firm, Community Panel Effective Date August 19, 1991 
      Air Freezing Index – 75 
     Mean Annual Temperature – 62 
                                  
      Omit the following sections: 
             Section R313 Automatic Fire Sprinkler Systems  
 
3. THE INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE – 2021 EDITION, as published by the 



International Code Council, for regulating and governing the conditions and maintenance of all property, buildings and 
structures; by providing the standards for supplied utilities and facilities and other physical things and conditions essential 
to ensure that structures are safe, sanitary and fit for occupation and use; and the condemnation of buildings and structures 
unfit for human occupancy and use, and the demolition of such existing structures as herein provided; providing for the 
issuance of permits and collection of fees therefore; and each and all of the regulations, provisions, penalties, conditions 
and terms of said Property Maintenance Code on file in the office of the City Building Official are hereby referred to, 
adopted and made a part hereof, as if fully set out in this ordinance, with the additions, insertions, deletions and changes, 
if any, prescribed as follows: 
 
The following sections are hereby revised: 
      Section 101.1. Insert: The City of Guntersville, Alabama 
  Section 103.1. General. Delete text and add the following:  
  “The Building Official of the City shall be responsible for the property maintenance inspection, and shall be 
known   as the Code Official”. 
  Section 302.4. Insert: 8 inches 
  Section 304.14. Insert: January 1 to December 31 
  Section 602.3. Insert: September 1 to May 31 
  Section 602.4 Insert: September 1 to May 31 
 
4. NFPA 70 NEC 2020 Edition, as published by the National Fire Protection Association, and is hereby adopted as the 
Electrical Code, with the additions, insertions, deletions and changes prescribed as follows: 
  
     Schedule of permit fees are subject to change according to the Building Official 

1.  Residential and Apartments - $25.00 per unit 
2.  Commercial and Business: 

Permit fees shall be based on schedule of permit fees as established for building construction-estimated value 
(Cost of Construction) 

  
Amendment No. 1 
All electrical services shall be provided with a grounding electrode as provided in article 250.52A (5) – 8 FT. grounding 
rod. 
 
Amendment No. 2 
Article 230 – Services. VI. Service Equipment, subparagraph 230.70 General (A) location: Subparagraph (1) readily 
accessible location. Replace paragraph as follows: 
“The service disconnecting means for all services shall be installed at a readily accessible location outside of a building or 
structure nearest the point of entrance of the service conductors. Location inside of a building or structure nearest the 
point of entrance of the service conductors shall require approval of the code official.” 
 
Amendment No. 3 
Article 300-Wiring Methods. Paragraph 1. General requirements. 3001. Scope (A) add the following! “All structures other 
than single family residential, duplexes, and multi-family apartments shall be wired in a metallic raceway (IMC, RMC, 
EMT) with the following exceptions: 

a.   Additions, alterations and repairs to electrical systems and equipment shall follow Section 102 as approved by 
the Code Official. 

b.   Schedule 40 PVC Electrical Conduit may be used under concrete slabs but may not penetrate the slab except 
when turning up for a primary free – standing distribution panel mounted flat on the floor slab. 

c.   Schedule 40 PVC electrical conduit may be used from the main disconnect panel to sub feed panels only when 
run overhead and properly supported as required by the National Electric Code. 

 
5. INTERNATIONAL MECHANICAL CODE, 2021 EDITION, including Appendix Chapter A, as published by the 
International Code Council, with the additions, Insertions, and changes as follows: 
 
  Section 101.1. Insert: The City of Guntersville, Alabama 
  Section 102.1. General. Delete text and add the following: 

“The Building Official of the City shall be responsible for the mechanical inspection, and shall be known 
as the Code Official.” 

  Section 109.2 Insert: The following schedule: 
 
 MECHANICAL PERMIT SCHEDULE 
  Schedule of permit fees are subject to change according to the Building Official 
  Houses and Apartments  $ 25.00  Per Unit 
  Commercial and Business: 
  Permit Fees 
  For issuing each permit:  $25.00 plus the following fees: 

1. Fee for inspecting heating, ventilation, duct work, air conditioning and refrigeration systems shall be $25.00 
 for the first $1,000.00 or fraction thereof, of valuation of the installation plus $5.00 for each additional 
 $1,000.00 or fraction thereof. 
2. Fee for inspecting repairs, alterations and additions to an existing system shall be $25.00 plus $5.00 for each 
 $1,000.00 or fraction thereof. 

  Section 115.4. Insert: “Misdemeanor”, $200.00, and penalties as prescribed by law. 
6. INTERNATIONAL PLUMBING CODE, 2021 EDITION, including Appendix Chapters B, D, and E as published 
by the International Code Council, with the additions, insertions, deletions and changes as follows: 



 
  Section 101.1. Insert: The City of Guntersville, Alabama 
  Section 103.1. General. Delete text and add the following: “The Building Official of the City shall be                     
    responsible for the plumbing inspection and shall be known as the Code Official.” 
  Section 109.2. Insert: The following schedule 
 
PLUMBING PERMIT FEE SCHEDULE 
 
Permit Issuance 
Schedule of permit fees are subject to change according to the Building Official 
 1.   For issuing each permit:        
  A. Residential and Multi-Family – Each Unit  $25.00 per unit 
  B. Non Residential – Each issue plus the following: $25.00 
 
Unit Fee Schedule 
 

1. For each plumbing fixture, or trap or set of fixtures on one trap (including water, drainage piping and 
backflow protection thereof)     $10.00 

2. For each building sewer    $25.00 
3. Rainwater systems – per drain (inside building) $10.00 
4. For each private sewage disposal system  $25.00 
5. For each water heater and/or vent   $25.00  
6. For each industrial waste pretreatment interceptor including its trap and vent, excepting kitchen-type grease    

  interceptors functioning as fixture traps  $10.00 
7. For installation, alteration or repair of water-piping and/or water-treating equipment, each $10.00 
8. For repair or alteration of drainage or vent piping, each fixture $10.00 
9. For each lawn sprinkler system on any one meter including backflow protection devices therefore $25.00 
10. For atmospheric-type vacuum breakers not included in Item 2: 1 to 5 $15.00   Over 5 each $10.00 
11. For each backflow protective device other than atmospheric-type vacuum breakers: 2 inches (51mm) and     

 smaller $10.00  Over 2 inches (51mm) $10.00 
 

 Section 106.6.3. Insert: Item 2.50 percent, Item 3. Zero percent 
 Section 108.4. Insert: “Misdemeanor,” $100.00, and penalties as prescribed by law 
 Section 305.6.1. Insert: 18 inches in two locations 
 Section 904.1. Insert: 6 Inches        
 
7. INTERNATIONAL FUEL GAS CODE – 2021 EDITION, including Appendix Chapters A, B, C, and D as 
published by the International Code Council, with the additions, insertions, deletions and changes as follows: 
 
 Schedule of permit fees are subject to change according to the Building Official 
            Permit Fees For Gas: $25 
 
 Section 101.1. Insert: The City of Guntersville, Alabama 
 Section 115.4. Insert: “Subject to penalties as prescribed by law” 

Section 108.5 Insert: $200.00 and as prescribed by law 
 

8. INTERNATIONAL PRIVATE SEWAGE DISPOSAL CODE – 2021 EDITION, including Appendix Chapters A 
and B, as published by the International Code Council, with the additions, insertions, deletions and changes as follows: 
 
 Section 101.1. Insert: The City of Guntersville, Alabama 
 Section 104.2. Add the following: “Before any building permit or a permit for any private sewage disposal            
    permit  is issued by the Code Official, the application shall be approved by the Marshall County Health    
                Department in accordance with all applicable state regulations.” 
 Section 106.4.2. Insert: $25.00 per system 
 Section 106.4.3. Insert: Zero percent in two locations 
 Section 114.4. Insert: “Violations and penalties shall be as specified in Ordinance No. 547 and $200.00 and 
 penalties as prescribed by law” 
 Section 405.2.5. Insert: “Dates of observations shall be determined by the Code Official” 
 Section 405.2.6. Insert: “Dates of reporting data shall be determined by the Code Official” 
 
SECTION 2: 
 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GUNTERSVILLE, ALABAMA, that 
within said codes, when reference is made to a Board of Appeals, or the appeal process, that there is hereby designated a 
Building Code Board of Appeals. The Mayor is authorized and empowered to appoint five residents of the City to serve 
on said board. The members shall be qualified by experience and training to pass on matters pertaining to building 
construction, property maintenance and related matters. No member shall be an employee of the City. The Code Official 
shall be an Ex-Officio member, but shall have no vote on any matter before the board. The board shall serve staggered and 
overlapping terms. 
 
SECTION 3: 
 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GUNTERSVILLE, ALABAMA, that any 



matters in said codes which are contrary to existing Ordinances of the City of Guntersville shall prevail and that the 
following Ordinances are hereby repealed and, to that extent any existing Ordinances to the contrary are hereby repealed 
in that respect only. 
 
 ORDINANCE   TITLE                          

 
 1. Number 844   An Ordinance to adopt standard codes relating to the Department  of 

Building       Safety and Code Enforcement activities of the City of 
Guntersville, Alabama and       enforcement of building provisions as provided 
in said codes 

 
 2. Number 791   Standard Amusement Device Code-1997 Edition 
     Standard Swimming Pool Code – 1997 Edition 
     Standard Existing Building Code- 1997 Edition 
 
SECTION 4: SEVERABILITY 
 
If any section, part, portion, provision, or requirement of this ordinance shall be held unconstitutional or otherwise invalid, 
such holding shall not be construed to invalidate or impair the remainder of this ordinance which shall continue in full 
force and effect notwithstanding such holding. 
 
SECTION 5: 
 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED THAT WITHIN SAID CODES, when reference is made to the duties of a certain 
official named therein, that designated official of the City of Guntersville who has duties corresponding to those of the 
named official in said code shall be deemed to be the responsible official insofar as enforcing the provisions of said codes 
are concerned. 
 
SECTION 6: 
 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that this ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage, the 
public welfare requiring it. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS THE 15th DAY OF JUNE, 2026. 

 
                                                        THE CITY OF GUNTERSVILLE, ALABAMA 
                                                                                        A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION 

   
 
    _____________________________________________ 

        LEIGH DOLLAR, MAYOR    
 
  

ATTEST:  _____________________________________ 
        BETTY JONES, CITY CLERK 

 


